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Thank you, Madame Chair. | join you in congratulating our



Unfortunately, we must pair these welcomes a few farewells. | add my thanks to the departing
regents we acknowledged this morning: Bob Wallace, who stepped down from the Board last fall;
Farah Helal, whose two-year term as student regent ends this month; and Robert Rauch, whofs
served two five-year terms? the maximum allowed? with great distinction. In addition, ,1G 0LNH
us to remember, again, Regent Doug Peters, whose life of service continues to animate and
inspire the work that we must take on without him.

UNIVERSITY EXCELLENCE

Let me turn now to the excellence of our universities, recounting some of their recent good news,
but also some of their biggest achievements over the past 12 months.

I begin with our host today, Salisbury University. As President /HSUH]V presentation made clear,
SU is an asset not only for the Shore but for the entire state. Here on campus, initiatives like
formalizing a Graduate School and a Research Office will drive significant growth in students, in
prominence, and in rankings. Beyond campus, new partnerships will bring new opportunities. For
example, S8V landmark agreement ZLIK 1.$63$1V *RGGDUG 6SDFH )OLIKI &HQIHU will offer
learning experiences for Salisbury students at the = DOORSY )OLIKI )DFLOLN  IRUILIN WKH DIHQF\{V
SUHVHQFH RQ FDPSXV DQG GHYHORS IIKH VIDH{V DHURVSDFH ZRUNIRUFH ZLIK QHZ FRXUVHZRUN DQG
development opportunities.

And in downtown Salisbury 68{V LPSDFIl is, quite literally, transformative. From locating the
new Museum of Eastern Shore Culture in the city, to spearheading a $100 million proposal to
build a downtown performing arts center, SU lives it mission to anchor and invigorate this
beautiful community. Thank you, President Lepre.

MEETING COMMUNITY NEED

Meeting community need is what we were founded to do. We are meant to go where the need is
greatest2 to apply our people, our expertise, our assets, and our influence to enriching our
communities and securing their
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the school system. This is the kind of innovation we need to address a chronic teacher shortage
that disadvantages our schools and our students.

Two programs launching this fall at the USM at Southern Maryland (USMSM) highlight the
FHQIHUV GXDO0 UROH $ PDWIHUIV SURJUDP LQ 6SHFLDO (GXFDILRQ RITHUHG EN\ %RZLH 6IDIH JURZV
860601V ZRUN LQ HGXFDILQJ 6RXIKHUQ ODUN\IDQG WWXGHQIV IRU KLIK-demand careers. And a
PDWIHUTV LQ Test and Evaluation of Autonomy, offered by the University of Maryland, College
Park (UMD) raises IIKH FHQIHUTV SURfile in autonomous systems R&D and workforce development.
And here | have to congratulate Dr. Abel on 16 graduates this academic year in mechanical and
electrical engineering. Well done.
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College Park launched the Artificial Intelligence Interdisciplinary Institute at Maryland,
supporting collaborative faculty research and experiential learning in Al, with a focus on
developing responsible Al technology and ethical Al leaders.

The University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) is among the founding institutions of a
national effort to improve pathways for women of color in tech. The program, spearheaded by the
National Academy of Science, aims to advance equity and inclusion in STEM and relies on its
participating organizations? all leaders in diversifying technical fields2 to share best practices
and build the evidence base for what works.

CAMPUS GROWTH
This academic growth feeds, in turn, the physical growth of our campuses.

Coppin State cut the ribbon on its new College of Business last fall. The $45 million facility2 the
first new building to open at Coppin since 20152 will be a hub for business education in
Baltimore and a catalyst for university growth and community development.

Frostburg State opened its $82 million Education and Health Sciences Center, where the
university will prepare students to 1L00 FULILFDO ZRUNIRUFH JDSV LQ ODU\ODQGYV FIDVWIRRPV FOLQLFV
and hospitals.

Towson University launched a $150 million renovation of Smith Hall, where a state-of-the-art
communications hub is taking shape.

UMD celebrated the opening of its National Quantum Laboratory, truly a one-of-a-kind quantum
research center developed in partnership with College Park-based lonQ. Our flagship has staked
its ground as the worldwide Capital of Quantum, and every day, it proves the name is apt.

UMES broke ground on its Agricultural Research & Education Center. Supported with

$10 million from USDA and $17 million from the state, the new building will provide a modern
space for teaching, research, and extension, and support agribusiness as RQH RI ODU\IDQGTV
leading economic developers.
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GRANTS AND CONTRACTS

Moving to some significant grants and contracts, ,00 VIDUl ZLIK IKH ) = $fV QHZ ILYH-year,

$50 million cooperative agreement with M-CERSI. The center of excellence in regulatory science
is a partnership between College Park and UMB, focused on improving the way drugs and
devices are reviewed and evaluated.

With nearly half-a-million dollars from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, UMGC is
identifying new models for closing the higher ed equity gap and quickly scaling programs and
pathways for underrepresented students.

At Bowie State, three new U.S. Department of Education grants totaling $3.5 million provide
scholarships to future teachers and leaders serving children in special education.

UMBC will lead a $10 million international partnership to scale land-based Atlantic salmon
aquaculture, advancing global food security, environmental sustainability, and economic
resilience. And the university won funding as part of Affirming Multivocal Humanities, an

$18 million Mellon Foundation initiative supporting innovative scholarship and teaching on race,
ethnicity, gender, and sexuality.

A $1.2 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education will help Coppin State improve
literacy, math, and social-emotional outcomes for school-age children with disabilities,
particularly children of color and multilingual children. And an Open Works Maker Space is
coming to CSU. Supported with $2 million in federal funding, the facility will give students and
faculty access to an industrial co-working space and high-tech tools.

Last summer, the U.S. Department of Transportation awarded College Park nearly $40 million to

fast-track the conversion of its bus fleet from diesel vehicles to electric. As climate change
accelerates extreme weather events, UMD has joined
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6IDILRQ DQ DXIRQRPRXV VHLYPRPHIHU DV SDUI RI 266V IRUKFRPLQJ $SUIHPLY ,,, 0XQDU 0DQGLQJ
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)68V )RUILQJ ) XIXUHV FDPSDLIQ KDV KLY LIV LQLILDO IXQGUDLVLQJ JRDO UDLVLQJ PLOOLRQ IRU
students, the university, and the region. Towson University completed its largest-ever fundraising
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